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Carpenter’s Letter

(Continued from Page Twelve)

the valuable carpets and other things had
Bbeen disposed of without an ncconnting,

Tha result wne a wholesale dismissal of

afficlils and tha revocation of the unneces
mary ocantracts,

The cm=vr's palices urn worth looking ab
There is nothing like them wupon earth,
Txarskoa Belo, where his majesty spends
mouch of his tIme, has floors of ebany and
mother-of-pearl and walls inlald with
malachite and lapls Iamsull. Therea 8 &
room In It Inlald with tortolse shell,
another walled with bamboeo and many
spartments hung with goblin tapestries, It
has u ball room which covers more than
half an acre floored with wooden mosalo,
& Chlinems room furnbhed I teak wood, &
Japaness room and other concelts,

This bullding s situsted In o park of 2,000
merow, In which there are eighteen milos of
arivea und wulks, This palace was bullt
by Catharine the Groeat, one of the most
extrovagant n® woll as ono of the greatest
of Russinn rulers When the bulldings
ware first eonstructed she ordersd some
of them covered with gold leaf, and as the
story goes It ook 900,000 warth of precious
metal to gild them, After & while owing
to the dampness of the cllmate the gold
began to peel. COCatharine then propossd Lo
ouver It with pulnt, whercupon pome sSpeci-
Iators offered her $£250,000 for the privilcge
of soruping off the gold

1 am not quite so hard up,” sald the old
empress, as o have 1o #ell my old elothes
to keep myself golng.'”" And she sent them
away und palnted the gold.

Another grand palace Is that of Peterhof,
on the Gulf of Finland, and another is the
Winter Puluco at Bt. Potersburg.

I wont through the Winter Palnes the
other day, It s sltuated on the banks of
the Neva river, running along them for
about three American eity blocks, It is, I
belleve, the lnrgesat palace of the world, It
Ia of four stories wnd covers ns much
ground as the capitol st Washington, It
bas about fifteen acres of floor space on
ita different stories and If you will lmn-
agine a fAfteen-ucre finid divided up Inlo
rooms, some blg enough to hold an ordi-
nary pilace and others asn small and coxy
A8 Any In your own house, you may have
some ldea of this structure. The oolor of
the bullding is a rich old red It was
painted lust year and It took tons of paint
to cover it

The interior of the palace In more lke o
musoum or an wrt gallery than & home, |
was an hour wislking through Its principal
rooma. 1 had to show my puassport avl
apply for a card of admission befors 1
“"lll entor, nnd one of the servants went
with me, deseribing the wonders In
Russdan, 1 bowed my head, although 1 did
not understund, and relied on my eyes
wlone for Information

I could see, howover, that the pulaee 14
grand beyond description. It has ncres of
mosilo floors ns smooth os a plnne and 8o
wixed that you can see yourself in them,
The rooms are willed with satins and silks
maotching the furniture, and they contaln
works of art from all parts of the world.
Bome of tho cellings are upheld by Cor-
Inthiun columns plated with gold and the
witlls of some rooms wre coversd with gold
loaf. There are chandeliors of erystal and
in the museums gold plute of great value.
There are miles of palntings, numerous
statues, Inlald tables and othor things of
artintic merit.

With all this the palace Is far from com-
fortable, The most of it {3 barnlike to an
axtrome and I do not wonder that the osar
is glad to get out of It und away from the
ghosts of its past

Indeed, the modern rulers of Russin are
a rofreshing change from thelr ancestors
The grandfather of Nicholas was the most
advanced monarch of his tima, and his
Eroat-grandfather, Alezander 1, Introduced
wostern civilleation Into Russia. Alexander
Il freed forty-odd milllon WRussinn serfs,
and had he not been nssassinated Russin
would be n constitutional monarchy today,
I learned much about Alexunder 111 during
my wstay In 8t Petersburg ten years ago,
when he was stillh on the theona He was
an ideal ruler, se simpks as tho present
czar and Just as fend of his familly, e did
whiat he could for his people, notwithstand-
Ing he was dally in danger of assassingtion

The old canrs were crusl Lo an extreme.
Take Ivan the Terribla who bullt many of
the fineat churches. He became smperor at
the age of 13, One of his amusements was
fustening his enemies belween boards apd
sawing them in tweo from head to foot. e
had & festive way of anclosiog & man In a
bearskin and sioking the hounds ou him,
and other royal amusements which were
rather hard on his subjects

One of the most boautiful churches of the
world wus bulit by, Ivan, It Is that of 8t
Basil at Moscow, & muss of onlon-shaped
domes and other concvelts The architect
wias an ltalian When It was completed
the omperor asked him If he could mnke
ancther like It Ho replled that he could,
wheroupon Ivan ordered his ayes to be put
oot in order that no one else might have a
palace ke him.

Anothor rare bhird was Peter the Great
Hes did a lot for Rusaia, but It was in his
own way. He bullt this city of St. Poters-
burg, founding It upon a swamp, becausae
he sald that he wanted a window where he
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eould ook out upon Europe. He went to
England to learn shipbuilding, Intending to
found a pavy. While In London be visited
the court and saw there the lawyers, with
thelr wigs. He asked what thoss curivus
men might be and was told.

“"Lawyors are (hey?™ waas his reply,
“"Why, 1 have only two auch men In my
whole kitgdom, and [ intend to hang them
when 1 get back."”

This czar killed his own son and divorced
hia wife. He then married a peasant girl,
who ruled in hls place after his death.
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Pointed Paragraphs
A bare hook will do when a person fishes
for complimenta

Gossip I8 the ammunition used In the gun
of idls curiosity,

Bome women are almost as Mighty as
some bank caalilers

Uive the amateur violinist 4 word of en-
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pourngement and plenty of elbow room and
bo will do the rest

It'e a poor family trea that produces
nothing but blockheads,

Prople sometimesa ecount thelr chickens
before the ¢gpe are Iald

When some people make up thelr minds
they use mighty poor material

There oare samoe queer poople in this
world,. Occasionally & truthful man gocs
fishing.

Talk & cheap, and ke man who talks

NORTH PLATTE, Neb., WHO WERRB
BMOUTH

too much often gota liberul and gives hime
self nway

Go to the ant, thou sluggard; thou wilt
find severnd of her at any biasket plenie.

Dealuess 18 a terrible afMiction to the
man who likes o hear himself talic

Many a man who 15 boro to rule takes
unte bhimself & wife and surrenders the
Job,

A few weeks after marriage love |s spt
o soar away In the bot-alr balloon cone

structed during Lhe courlahlp.—{,‘lucqo
Nows,




